My dear Foster
A pretty fellow I am not to have answered your letter -but I was dead beat at the end of last week & did nothing more than could be helped.
I have arranged to make only some introductory observations -by way of floating you among the schoolmasters and I expect that the lectures will not be given before the beginning of July.
Any time on either Friday or Saturday will suit me for a talk here -Don't come if it is a bad day like this.
I however ought to have looked over Pye Smith's Glossary, 1 not only for the elimination of Beulian Bosh but on other grounds. Par exemple look at the second paragraph of the explication of Abdomen which happens to be the first word in the glossary.
Where the deuce did he hear that the abdomen of his Insect is a "segment" & above all a "coalesced segment". I shall have that thrown in my teeth by ingenuous youth. Ever Yours kindly T. H. Huxley
Jermyn Street May 4 1869
1 Philip Henry Pye-Smith (1840 -1914 , then demonstrator of anatomy at Guy's Hospital, later a physician also at Guy's. Will you be at South Kensington at 11 o'clock tomorrow instead of here at 10? Ask for Capn Donnelly's office. I got on with my journey until I got to San Remo on my way by the Corniche to Genoa. There I had a queer attack which quite upset me in as much as it affected my head in some way. So instead of going straight on as I intended, I stayed a few days. Afterwards on resuming my journey I got so queer and nervous that I turned back at Genoa & got to San Remo again, intending to stay with some friends I had found there.
I continued however instead of improving, to go on the other tack -the fierce stimulation of the air did not seem to suit me at all. I am not ashamed to say I suffered a good deal from home sickness -but I would have knocked that down if I could have felt sure that I was in the right place. Anyhow I began to feel that I would rather do anything than go on any farther away from England -and finally made up my mind to come home, which place I reached on Sunday.
I feel as if I had done something cowardly in turning tail -and as if I had been putting off a lot of work -and got up sympathy for myself on false pretences -and yet I believe I shall get on far better down here than if I had stayed abroad. As far as I can see my way at present I mean to stay here, treating myself as if I were an invalid till the East winds come & then running away to some English shelter for a month or so.
This is all about myself -I write it only to explain. I am beginning to hate myself and my complaints -Please don't waste any time in writing to me unless you have something you want me to do. I don't mean to stir from here for some time to come -but as soon as I do move I will call and see you. 1 -and became aware of the existence of a certain T. H. H. holding broad views on physiology which in the sweet ignorance of nineteen, I then thought were confined in England, to myself.
From the time when I trembled before you at a corner of the Royal Society's old tearoom, or when you made me blush at Aberdeen in the reddest & hottest manner by patting me on the back after my first little shot, 2 up to last week I have had nothing but help and sympathy from you. All that time I have been dreading for the hour to come when you & others should find me out -& kick me out as an imposter. Now a days I begin to fancy that perhaps after all I shall sneak thro' life with my feebleness undetected. However the only return I can make is to send you a poor paper IOU, and to promise to pass the help on -to help others as far as I can as you have helped me --I can never of course expect to give any one anything like this last lift -the importance of which I as yet can hardly realize.
3 It is hardly more than the other day since I wrote to you I remember, from Huntingdon, wondering whether I should ever get away from that treadmill practice work -and now this strange tangled web of events has given me all the outward things I could wish for -and at the same time taken away the mainstay of my life, so that I live now in an unreal world, beating the air, & grasping shadows -has given with one hand & taken away with the other, and in the strangest way has made the giving dependent on the taking -for I suppose if my wife had never been ill, I had never left Huntingdon. If the parsons could leave their bad metaphysics & worse science -and grasp hold of this wonderful Providence which tosses us about and tossing guides us -they might have something to say worth hearing. Would I could go back to the old patients & pills and have my wife back by my side were it only for an hour a week -but it is not to be, & I suppose my past means that there there [sic] is something in the future for me to do.
Oh by the bye, I have remembered what it was I wanted to tell you when we met at the opening of the University -I wanted to congratulate you on the great success which has attended your efforts at the Ethnological Soc -you must feel rewarded for all your labours now that you have had a paper by Dr Donovan (previously read I should say at the Anthropological) and succeeded in getting him, (as I see by his advertisements) to become a Fellow. 4 Now that you have "crowned the edifice", don't you think you might as well retire from the society -and attend to these other less important perhaps but still useful matters -original work principles of biology &c &c for which your friends as well as yourself think you are fitted?
Reverend Sir, please to send me none of your autographs in pretence of answering this scribble -for I have got more now than I can sell -If you do, I shall throw up the Cambridge appointment, if you don't I shall try & run to Cambridge, supposing these confounded papers let me -& report progress when I see you again. You did quite right in plucking all these fellows. I let off a few that you were doubtful about -but the great majority are slain.
I shall make a special report about them -sending up such papers as these is a mere swindle.
I saw your appointment formally announced in the Pall Mall 1 yesterday, and rejoiced thereat -You will be so rich now there will be no holding you. Be it known to you that your namesake with the "r" in his name has sanctioned the biology teaching in the summer.
1 I shall soon have the details & then, "Oh my vizier!" thou must come & be present at a Divan.
I have heard great things of your lectures at Cambridge but also that you have been unwell -Don't let me hear any more of that last.
I I have a sort of holy horror of putting my name to anything with which I have had nothing to do, however good it may be. And indeed the better it is the more shamefaced I am about seeming to claim any share in another man's work -which in your case is sure to be good -Why not make a real joint shirts operation of it? We could arrange the plan together & I would take some chapters e.g. those on the senses & mental operations, and you others. There's life in the old dog yet School board notwithstanding and I have things to say on Physiology, that are unsaid as yet.
If There will be 45 schoolmasters to be taught. The official letter tells me that the sums stated are taken on the estimates so that I am afraid it would be impossible to get any alteration made in the total amount.
But I think it would be possible to make a redistribution thus for example: By your impertinence I presume you are in rude health, and rejoice accordingly. The wife says "of course there was no blunder in the V.A. -she looked over it" a statement which I am sorry to say is more creditable to her audacity than to her sense of truth.
The cuts have reached me -the book parts parcel not yet -I don't think the cuts are bad by no means -but I will wait for daylight. My dear Foster Don't think me ungrateful for not sooner replying to your two cheery letters, which did me a world of good when I got them. That "when" however is not so long ago, inasmuch as they did not reach me until the 18th of March on my return to Cairo -along with half a dozen from my wife -the accounts of the up-the-Nile postal service were so bad that I did not have any letter sent on, especially as my original intention was to go no further than Thebes. I am going home tomorrow, as well as ever I was in my life, of a fine burnt sienna colour as to complexion and "bearded like the pard" -not in the half & half fashion of former years, which you have so often been pleased to mock at -but entirely -I hope the powers that be will allow me to keep this manly ornament. As a last argument, I shall have the honour to point out, that if I shave the lower part of my face will be white while the upper is nearly black, for many months to come; and that no audience can be expected to contemplate a piebald face with due gravity.
It took me a long time to get right. I did not say anything about myself in my early letters, because I had nothing satisfactory to say, and it was of no use to distress the wife. As it was, I let out something about not sleeping, which made her very anxious. The fact is, that I did not get into a healthy condition until we had left Thebes on our downward journey -and I suspect, I have had a near escape of something disagreeable. So I return with a fixed determination to live scientifically & leave off politics which I suppose is, for me, the equivalent of "living cleanly & leaving off sack" so that my days may be long in the land and my brains may last as long as my days -which is the main thing.
My wife tells me your visits have been a great comfort & pleasure to her -and you know that there is nothing for which I am so grateful as for a kindness done to her. Few people appreciate her at real value or dream of what part she has played in my life -and I know that the last three months have been a bitter trial to her, cheerful as all her letters are.
Come & dine & sleep in the Tabagie as soon as you can -I have oceans of things to talk to you about.
The best sight I have seen in all my travels was Vesuvius ablaze -I went up and had a pocket eruption for my especial benefit.
No, one thing in its way was better and that is the Apollo Belvedere -because man with his limited faculties did the latter, and the Almighty to whom it is no trouble the other. But it just occurs to me that the Almighty did both. Confound Pantheism & all metaphysics [letter uncomplete] I have looked at the proof and substituted "irregularly" for "queerly" shaped cartilages etc. How could you! "Queerly" would have appeared in every examination paper for years.
Martin's name has gone in and Rutherford has supplied the other Pritchard.
1 I heartily congratulate you on your F.R.S. -though I am somewhat jealous that I have had nothing to do with your election.
Your brother very kindly told [Bale] 2 to send me a couple of bottles of the water & sent full directions.
I began this morning with 2/7 nd tumbler at 7 a.m. and at 9 a.m. I was like a holothuria -the haemorrhoidal symptoms however, had nearly vanished already -thanks to a hard trot on a grey mare, which I have been taking regularly during the past week.
Altogether I am much better & don't mean to cave in at present. Ever yours faithfully T. H. Huxley The "Büchlein" has got itself done now all but a revise of the Preface. 1 I shall rewrite it altogether some of these days but in the mean while it may stand for a year or two.
I shall have an awful lot of trouble with the course I am now organizing -I foresee, but I think it will be worthwhile.
I declare you are very magnanimous about Martin -I have not seen Lubbock 2 so I do not know whether anything has been done. We were delighted with the picture. It is just the fresh breezy thing that does one good on a London wall -But I could find it in my heart to scold you for sending me so valuable a present.
We shall hang it in the drawing room whenever said drawing room is habitable -The tiles have come home the wrong colour & have to be baked again!! Imagine the wife's peace of mind.
If the schoolmasters begin to show the mammalian heart beating -we should "shut up shop at once" with a vengeance. That piece of apparatus will be eliminated & so will the aneurism needles.
I rode fourteen or fifteen miles yesterday and I am so much the better for it that I write more than is needful as you see.
I am really picking up & with a long rest in the summer I shall I hope be up to anything again.
What cause or impediment is there why you & Madame if she comes up should not dine with us on Wednesday? In any case you will find me here in the morning. Ever Yours T. H. Huxley I sent you a copy of "Critiques &".
1 You will find nothing new in it but the PrefaceBooksellers have taken half the edition already. Bless the British public. Glad to see Embryology [answered] 
